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TRAMWAY CASE

The tramway has become nowadays a subject of much discussion
among the Indians of Johannesburg, Many Indians live at Fordsburg,
and there is an electric tram service between that place and the Market
Square. The people, therefore, naturally ask why Indians should not be
allowed to use the tram. The authorities too find it difficult to prevent
the Coloured people from using the tram-car. The proposals put for-
ward by the Johannesburg Committee have been brushed aside, and tram-
cars with the label saying that they are open to use by Coloured people
are now being run. On the one hand, the whites say that they have
an aversion to travelling with Indians, while, on the other, one finds
many whites sitting with Coloured people in tram-cars with the above
label Arrangements are in progress to file a test case in this regard
in the name of Mr. Coovadia. With a view to making a test case, Mr.
Coovadia accompanied by Mr. Maclntyre2 boarded a tram-car without
the above label. He was allowed to travel in that one; but, as he was
boarding another, the conductor told him that he could have a seat
only if he was a servant of Mr. Maclntyre; but that he would not be
allowed to do so as a private gentleman. The matter is being discussed
in the Press also, Mr. Daruwala addressed a letter to The Star, to which
a white gentleman wrote a perverse reply. To this Mr. Daruwala has
sent a good rejoinder. Moreover, two other whites have written on the
subject, one supporting and the other opposing Mr. Daruwala.

RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT FOR THE TRANSVAAL

The British whites have been agitated over the news that the Trans-
vaal would shortly get responsible government. For it is feared that
responsible government will mean greater power for the Dutch, which
will adversely affect the mining interests. However, the building activity
in Johannesburg, which continues unabated, shows that the people here
are not discouraged and are still clinging to the country in the hope
that they will prosper. Trade is very sluggish and will become yet more
sluggish. Formerly, the Kaffirs and the Dutch made many money transac-
tions every Saturday. The Dutch are now reduced to poverty and the
Kaffirs do not now spend as freely as before.

* These despatches were published, regularly in Indian Opinion as from its Johannesburg
correspondent.
2 A Scottish theosophist clerk articled to Gandhiji